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%o iasi 1958

The “Honorable Moward W, Sfmith, < hairman
Commiltee on Rules
U. 8. House of Representatives

VWashington 25, L. C.
year Mr. Chairwman:

In your letter of 20 May 1932 you request my views on
i1, R, 12534, which is a bill pending before your Committee. " hi:
bill would establish & Joint Committee on Forelgn Intelligence .nd
is similar to other jolut committae proposals which have been .pac :
in the past,

Both the Senate and the Fouse of “epresentatives have Y eern
keenly aware of the extremne semsitivity pervading much of the fere . n
intelligence fleld and have taken :neasures to give meximum protec-on
to intelligence and to intelligence sources and methods, To this e
both Houses have formally constituted Subcommittees for Central
Intelligence of thelr respective Arre+d Services Committees. 05 . -
priations for this Agency ar: handled by speeial Subcommittees of o
Senate and House Appropriations Committees. This Agency aposa
before these four committees pericdically aad keeps them curranti -
. informed on matters relating to iﬁeﬁigmea(gemu of the d-ep
interrelation hetween imtelligence and the national defense and
security, the amazd of jurisdicticn to “ubcommittees of the Arrisé
Servicss Committees has, we believs, been profitable and temdés 8
keep disclosure of sensitive infexisation on & nesd-to-know bacia,

In considering the prepesal of a Joint Committees, we bolie: :
the naturc and scope of this Agercy's legislative problems are
pertinent. Since the passage of the aticsal sscurity Act of 1947,
which crested the sgency, and ths _entral Intelligence Agency Act
of 1949, which grasted to the Ag<acy necassary authorities to eaalb ¢
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it te carry out its fuactions, thers have beon but a few isolated pie &
of legislation referring to this Agesey. As instances:

i. The Agency was one among meay included in the as -~ ug
provisien of the Federal Sroperty and Administrative Sarvic s
Act of 1949 (section S02(dN17)).

2. ZSalaries of the Tiracter and Depuily Director of Ce: tral
Intalligencs are set forth in section 104{a} of the Federal £: : cu-
tive Fay Act of 1954, :

3. The Agency wus ore of many sxempted from the Clinsifi-
cation Act of 1949 (section 2{2{15)).

4. In the 1956 amendments to the Internal Security Aet «of
1950, the Directer of Central Intelligence was given, almg itk
the Attoraney Ceneral, cartain autherities in connection wit
registration of persens wh have been lavalved with for .ig:
eoplonsge activities,

5. The Ageacy wias named along with the Fedoral Bur: 3: of
Investigation in connecticn with cooperation with the Iminig ction
aud Nataralization Scrvics ia section 105 of the Immigratior aad
Nationality At of 1952, a -« certaia other provision was ms - : for
the Agency in section 3158{¢) of that aet.

6. The Atemic inergy Act of 1954 authorised the Atow . -
Energy Commission and the Tirector of Central Intelligane -
taks action in regard to cortain inforrastion in section 42{e .

7. The Agency was ixarmpted from the Performance
Bating Act in the Government Empleyees Fringe Benefits B I:
of 1954 {section 601).

8. Tha Military Coastruction Act of 1955 authoriga ic
ssation 401 the constractirm of 3 hendguarters instaliation £ :
the Central Intelligence Agency. Apprepriations for this
parpose are coatained in the Supplemental Appropriatis: Ad:
of 1956 (Chapter III) and the Supplemental Appropriation Ae
of 1957 (Chapter HI).

9. The Director of Ceniral intelligence was made one o
& group to act on rewards to persons furnishing certain infe . -
mation by sectien 3 of the Atomic Wonpons Rewards Act of 353,
4
Approved For Release 2005/06/22 : CIA-RDP71B00364R000600050025-0




Approved For Release 2005/06/22 : CIA-RDP71B00364R000600050025-0

16. The Ageney was exzmpted from furaishing certaie

information to the Congress by section 11{b) of P. L. 88,

84th Congress, 2d Scasicm {1956), amending the Civil Servi:

Act of 1883,

\“n !“){ o

As can be seen, a considerable number of these legislative
provisions are properly contained in acts relating primarily to otk ;
agencies and activities and whkich came within the jurisdiction «f a
varisty of congressional commitiess. No difficulty has been ercou s crec

in handling such matters in this 1sanner. R is also evident that th: ‘gency

is not faced annually with a substantial legisiative program. Bxce t 2s
we may be included in bills pertairing to pay raises for employses the
Agency has no legislation presently before the Congress. The onl;
possibility we can sce at the prevent time of specific legislatio: or
behalf of the Agency would be proposals related to techaical ad nin -
trative authorities, and we have aot at this time specific proposals ¢
this nature, Consegquently, therc is nc need from our point of viev or
a special committee to be assignad to central intelligence matt=rs . -
there would, for the most part, Le little from a lagislative angie t:
eccupy such & committee.

I am kesnly aware of the nesd for keeping the Congress apyp -~ -
priately informed, aad in this regard 1 have in recent months appe::: :¢
before various committees of the Congress to give them inforratic =
pertinent 1o thelr responsibilitier.  To the best of cur knowledge w : have
been able to give raasonable satisfaction to requests for inforrmatic + from
members of Congress as well as from Committees. In all onr rel:tions
the aspect that is paramount for sur work is security. We hava al ways
received fullest cooperation from the Congress in security matrer: .

iincerely,

OGC:LRH:jeb 3llen W, Dulles
DCI idreetor
DDCI

ER

I1G

DD/P

DD/l

DD/s

SA/PD/DCI

Asst to DCI (Grogan) .

,egislative Counsel W Vi
&uﬁ-‘ Gountet—w/iiii.
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MEMOKANDUM FOR: 7TgHE DIRECTOR

Attached is a proposed reply to
Chairman Howard Smith of the House Rules
Committee, who requested our comments
on Congressman Frelinghuysen*newly introduced
bill to establish a Joint Committee on Foreign
Intelligence.

Recommend signature,

)

LLAWRENCE R, HOUSTON
General Counsel

23 May 1958
(DATE)

FORM NO. l0| REPLACES FORM 10- 107
1 AUG 54 WHICH MAY BE UStD. (47)
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‘ House of Representatives W, S, 2C /a2
Committee on Rules
Washington, B. €.

OFFICE OF
THE CHAIRMAN

May 20, 1958

Hon. Allen W. Dulles
Dire ctor, Central Intelligence Agency
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Dulles:
I enclose a copy of H. H. 12534, a bill now
pending before the Rules Committer of the House, which

concerns your Department.

I will appreciate it if vou will let us have
Your views as early as possible.

Sincerely yours,

Howard W. Smith,
hat rman

HWS /T
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